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Thank Youl!

The Bridge could not do its minis-
try without you. Your donations,
volunteer hours and prayers have
sustained us. Thank you so much.

A special thanks to these volunteers: Nelly
Veldhuizen, Rachel Klocke, Nancy Visser,
Tamie Van Hs, Marla Groeneweg, Art
Hielkema, Linda Te Grotenhuis, Datcy
Blythe, Elessa Marker, Andrea Dielman,

Megan Pothoven and Abhi Dutt.

These people are either mentors for our
residents or they have served over 50
hours in 2009 (or both). These volunteers
are not only providing hours and hours of
service, but also providing beautiful ex-
amples of godly men and women to the
moms and children of The Bridge. Thank
you so much!

Giving to The Bridge
just got easier!

Use your credit card to make a
secure donation on-ine. Visit
www.thebridgehousing.oS/ to

give. Thank youl
W PayPal

—
VISA

Maturity Model
for the future

e’re dreaming of a time when we’ll

be able to offer more housing op-
tions for families. An additional apartment
building in town and property in the coun-
try would be ideal. We’re also dreaming of
a time when we can employ our women in
several small businesses. These employ-
ment opportunities would give women
transferable job skills as well as job experi-
ence and a helpful list of references for fu-
ture employment. We’re hoping to be even
more connected to the colleges and offer
more opportunities for students to contrib-
ute to — and learn from — our ministry.

Let’s Play!

’I"he Playground Project was completed
in September. The kids are enjoying
the fort, swing set, playhouse and sandbox.
And the moms are enjoying the new pic-
nic table and wooden chairs. Thanks to all
who donated to the project and a special
thanks to Art Hielkema, Abhi Dutt and
the Living Group from Unity Christian
High School who put it all together.

712-707-9922

director@thebridgehousing.org

2008-09
Report Card

* The Bridge served 23 children
and 19 moms in 2008-09.

* Total clients in the house at any
given time ranges from 13 to
16 women and children.

* The average stay for families in
2008-09 was 4 months, with
our current families averaging
7 month stays.

e e served a total of 42 clients

in 2008-09. Our budget was
$110,000. That means we
housed, fed, provided services
for — and ministered to — each
client for only $7.18 per day.

* Women at The Bridge
participated in parenting,
finance and healthy
relationship classes; Bible
study; job literacy training;
mentoring; the Beth Moore
Conference; the Women
of God Conference; MOPs;
Coffee Break; stress class; AA;
Celebrate Recovery; 12@12; YA-
TEC; and Family Circles.

\Volunteers served over 1,555
hours from January 1 to
October 1 in 2009.

3 Northwestern and 6 Dordt
students have interned at The
Bridge — and many others
have volunteered their service
throughout the year.

Many of our women didn't
know the Lord when they
moved into The Bridge. Many
came to know Him while living
with us. Many have beautiful
testimonies of what the Lord
has done in their lives.




From the Director:

One Woman’s Story

he’s a beautiful woman.
SHer face reflects a life of

hatrdship but also of joy.
Joy is something new. She con-
fessed as we spoke recently, that
for many years she could only
see in shades of gray. The color
that life brings was gone and

has only recently returned —and
for that, she is most thankful.

Our Bridge sister grew up on a farm. When
she was 12 years old her mom left the fam-
ily and our Bridge sister was left to pick up
the mother role. She put on the face of the
perfect child — but began drinking already
in her young teen years. Alcohol, LSD and
an assortment of other drugs and men fol-
lowed her through
her high school years.
She became neatly
paralyzed by fear and
self-doubt and began
her life of living in
the empty shadows.
She married young
and had 4 children.
Her husband beat
her fiercely. ~ He
broke her ribs, chipped her teeth, put her
in a back brace, knocked her head through
sheetrock and broke her collar bone. She
kept drinking to escape an unquenchable
emptiness inside. She went to church and
heard about the fate of drunkards but kept
drinking to numb herself as she continued
to bear her marital abuse.

Eventually she left her family for another
man who showered her with sweetness and
“love” — which turned quickly to rage and
control. She was beaten often and as she
tried to escape he came at her with a .30-30
rifle and a gallon of whiskey. She ended up
in a body immobilizer. She fled into more
bad male relationships. A diagnosed socio-
path with a cocaine addiction found his way
into her life, and more beating and darkness
followed. She suffered a serious bone frac-

“She came to The Bridge
pecause there was
literally nowhere else to
go. She was able to ‘find
herself” at The Bridge.”

ture when he slammed her
arm in a door. Eventually
he swindled her out of every-
thing she had. He got her into
selling drugs and stealing. She
went to jail. She became so
sick that her weight dropped
to 90 pounds. More men and
morte abuse followed.

Also in her story: a rape at
knife point, and the discovery of the grue-
some remains of her brother-in-law - who
had committed suicide with a shotgun.

She became depressed and developed an ill-
ness that nearly took her life. But the Lord
spared her. She entered treatment for drug
and alcohol abuse many times and as the
fog lifted she found
her Lotrd back. He
was never really
gone, she told me,
but when youre so
wrapped up in drugs
and alcohol and the
pain of physical vio-
lence you just can’t
touch Him.

She came to The Bridge because there was
literally nowhere else to go. She was able
to ‘find herself” at The Bridge. She found
that she was creative, fun, funny, musically
gifted, a great cook - an extremely talented
person in nearly every area of life. She
found that she was strong, She was much
stronger than she ever knew. She found
color back.

Our Bridge sister testified to her faith in the
Lord many times while she was with us.
She also testified to the value of the support
that this community and all the programs
and agencies in this area offer. Our Bridge
sister was blessed while she lived at The
Bridge. But those of us who came to love
her were blessed, too. She’s most definitely
our sister. In Christ. She’s a delightful cre-
ation of God — and we love het!

2nd Annual
Women of God
Conference

The date has been set for Friday
and Saturday, April 16 and 17,
2010. The event will be held at
New Life Reformed Church in
Sioux Center. Space is limited

to the first 300 registrants. Plan
now to attend this encouraging,
inspiring, filling and growing
time together! Outstanding
speakers, informative workshops,
beautiful worship, gifted artistry
and delicious food will make

this an event you won't want

to miss. Registration fees and a
special offering go directly to the
ministry of The Bridge.

April 17, 2010, is the date for
the Red Letter Festival. This is
an exciting fund-raiser for The
Bridge! The Red Letter Festival
is for adults and kids, athletes
and art enthusiasts, music lovers
and food lovers. It includes a
variety of activities and events
for everyone. It will be held in
Orange City with many more
details coming out soon.

Gardening at
The Bridge

’I this  year the . hadt MW 2
women of The *7 ‘§ 7
A\ v

Bridge got on their
knees to plant, weed and
harvest a garden plot
provided through the
American Reformed
Church  community
garden project in Orange City.
The women really enjoyed the experience
and learned quite a bit about gardening.
The kids enjoyed being a part of it as well.
The kids’ favorite part was growing their
own carrots!
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