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Spring Fund-Raisers Appreciated

The Bridge has a strong and pas-
sionate commitment to minis-
try. That commitment — and
our unwillingness to compromise that
commitment - eliminates most of the
funding available from state and federal
resources. In that regard, the support
of the church and the community is im-
perative for the survival of The Bridge
and its opportunity to share Christ with
the women and children who live with
us. Our budget needs are met through
your ongoing support, but special proj-
ects like The Playground Project (see
article below) need special funds (nearly
$20,000). Several fundraisers were done
this spring to help meet the needs of the
project. We thank you, on behalf of the
children, for your contributions!

\Women of God “Arise. Shine.”
Conference: “\X/onderful!!”

Nearly 300 women attended the first
annual Women of God Conference
held April 17 and 18 at the New Life
Reformed Church in Sioux Center.
Women were treated to several meals,
worship, powerful speakers, beautiful
art displays and outstanding workshops.
The conference was organized to bring
women of the community together for
a time of encouragement, inspiration
and rejuvenation. Women who at-
tended agreed that, indeed, it was such

The Playground
Project

Money from the spring fund-
raisers will be used, in large
part, to fund The Playground
Project. The Playground Project
will begin this summer and will
include the construction of a
protected “backyard” outdoor
playground for the kids of

The Bridge. It will eliminate

a dangerous traffic situation
for them and provide a safe
place for them to enjoy healthy
stimulating outdoor play. The
project includes a gated chain-
link fence, safety surfacing and
play equipment. Donations for
this project can be sent to The
Bridge, PO Box 323, Orange
City, IA 51041.

an event. Additionally, the conference
served as a fund-raiser for The Bridge.
With all thanks to God, the conference
netted nearly $5,000! CDs of the key-
note speakers Herma Williams, Michelle
Christy, and Shari Kastein are available
at The Bridge. (Call 712.707.9922 for
more information,) Next Year’s confer-
ence will also be in April. Plan to attend!

The Red Letter Festival:

On Saturday, March 28, enthusiastic
members of the Northwestern Col-
lege community initiated a festival to
raise money and awareness against do-
mestic violence, poverty and home-
lessness. The event involved students
from Northwestern and Dordt College,

as well as members from the greater
Sioux County area. Events included a
sponsored run from Sioux City to Or-
ange City, a bike ride, bake sale, concert,
art auction and tamale sale. The event
raised nearly $5,000 for The Playground
Project!

Unity Box Social:

Each year, all the students of Unity
Christian High School in Orange City
participate in a box lunch social to raise
funds for charities. This year, the pro-
ceeds were designated, in part, to The
Bridge. Nearly $1,400 was gratefully re-
ceived by the staff at The Bridge. Thank
you!

Vacation Bible Schools

Several vacation Bible Schools raised
money and collected goods for The
Bridge. A big thanks to the kids at Mid-
dleburg Free Grace Reformed, Newkirk
Reformed and Sanborn Reformed and
Christian Reformed Churches! We are
humbled by your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

The Neighborhood
Kool-Aid Stand

The kids of
Nick and
Sherri Lant-
inga of Sioux
Center sold
Kool-Aid for
The Bridge
because they ‘wanted to do something
to help other people” The kids flagged
down cars with great enthusiasm for
several days with promo signs and ir-
resistible smiles and managed to earn
$40.51 for The Bridge.




Bridge Staffing Changes

ur  Volunteer  Coordinator,
ORebecca (James) Alsum has left

The Bridge for other employment.
Rebecca has been a  compassionate,
empowering and godly influence to our
residents, volunteers and the members of
our community. Rebecca was martied to
Mark Alsum on June 28 and will begin
her position as a Resident Director at
Northwestern College in August. She’ll be
missed tremendously at The Bridge.

The new Volunteer Coordinator is Andrea
Dutt. Andrea is a recent
Northwestern College
graduate. She has worked
as a Hunger/Homeless
Ministry Coordinator, a
service project leader and a
Learning Center Assistant

at “Deborah’s Place” in Chicago, Illinois
— assisting formally homeless women
with computer tasks, schoolwork and
other activities. Andrea is a passionate,
personable and hospitable young woman
who fits very well with the mission and
ministry of The Bridge.

Andrea joins the two other paid staff
members—Bonnie Harmdierks, the Life
Skills Cootdinator, and Director Sandi
Altena.

Kari Broadway is the new Resident
Assistant at The Bridge. The RA lives
as a volunteer at The Bridge and invests
herself in the lives of the families through
relationship, service, accountability and
companionship. Kari is able to do all this
with a passionate heart for the Lord. She
loves our families well.

A Few \X/ords from the Director

ts all about relationship.
IOur ministry with  the

women and kids of The
Bridge needs to be built on re-
lationship. We need to know
them, understand them, laugh
with them and cry with them.
Relationship develops through
our conversations with each
other. It develops when the
women share what hurts and
what’s hard for them. It develops when they
face accountability for their choices. Re-
lationship grows when we do things with
each other. Through our relationship, the
staff and volunteers at The Bridge show the
women that those who believe act and talk
differently, love unconditionally and exude
a joy and peace that is quite different than
those who don’t know the Lord. Through
our relationship we share from our own
experiences and have conversations from
our hearts about salvation, the love of God,
forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

It’s all about relationship. Those of us who
work and volunteer at The Bridge have

found that our relationship with
the Lord is also essential to our
ministry. In fact, we can only
minister when were continu-
ally turning toward the Lord
and asking Him, “What would
you have me dor” “What would
you have me say?”” We work best
when we atre constantly aware
of Him. And we know it! We
confess to each other that we’re
often humming hymns and praises in our
heads while walking through the halls of
The Bridge. We are thankfully aware that
it’s by the power and grace of God that
we're here and in such a position to share
His message of hope and joy. We are also
thankfully aware that the Lord desires re-
lationship with us, as well, and that He is
more than willing and able to encourage us
when we’re discouraged and to give us wis-
dom when we feel at a loss as to the direc-
tion we should go.

Yes, it’s all about relationship - with the
Lord and with each other. What an impor-
tant truth to live byl

Currently at
The Bridge

6 families (full capacity)—
including 6 women and 7
children—are housed at The
Bridge. The average stay for our
current families is 7 months.

4 women are employed; 2 are in
active job searches and 1 is also
completing her GED.

All women are attending the
Healthy Relationship Course.

The kids are in involved in the
Orange City recreation program
and vacation bible school.

All women are attending the
weekly bible study.

Life skills coaching for all
women is on-going.

Group intervention including all
women is continual.

Support/counseling services are
given as needed through area
providers.

Employment/education support
is provided regularly.

The Bridge has a plot in the
American Reformed Church
community garden project and
the families are enjoying the
fresh produce.

Personal mentorship is given for
every woman and for 3 of our
children.

A camping trip for the families
is being planned for August.
A basic car repair class will be
offered in August as well.

Become Involved!

If you'd like to volunteer some
time, please contact Andrea
Dutt @ 712.395.3355.

If you want more information,
are considering being a donor-
partner in this ministry, or
would like a short presentation
of The Bridge at your church
or organization, please contact
Sandi Altena @ 712.441.2528.
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